
Ellen Daniels
CEO
British Compressed Gases Association

Experiences and Lessons During 
Covid-19



Agenda

▪ Who are the BCGA?

▪ Key Issues During Covid-19

▪ BCGA Activity

▪ Stakeholder Engagement

▪ Publications

▪ Summary



Who are we?

▪Established 1901, BCGA since 1971

▪£2.7Bn t/o, 19,000 employee sector

▪100+ Member companies:

−Manufacturers and suppliers of bulk liquid and cylinder gases

−Manufacturers of cylinders, vessels and tanks for their storage and distribution.

−Manufacturers of equipment for controlling the application and use of gases.

−Installers of distribution pipework and systems.

−Providers of specialist safety, health, quality, inspection and training services.

▪116 Publications

▪Staff of two- Ellen Daniels, CEO and Jake Lake, Technical Manager



BCGA Committees

▪ TSC1 – Cryogenics, tanks & vessels

▪ TSC2 – Cylinders and valves

▪ TSC3 – Equipment (regulators, hoses etc.)

▪ TSC4 – Transport

▪ TSC5 – Chemistry and applications

▪ TSC6 – HASAG (Health and Safety Group)

▪ TSC7 – Medical gases

▪ TSC8 – Environment

▪ TSC9 – Hydrogen & other gaseous fuels

▪ TSC10 – Security

▪ Conference Committee

▪ WG’s – e.g. Cylinders in Fires, Brexit



 Networking opportunities for members

 Build lobbying positions on behalf of industry

 Liaise with Government departments, other trade 

associations and organisations

 Run annual conference and webinars on specific 

topics for members

 Annual Industry Recognition Awards

What do we do?

 Provide information about all the 

latest news and updates in our 

industry

 Promote safety through our many 

publications

 Influence Government regulations, 

Standards and guidance

 Provide a technical advice and 

helpdesk for any issues in the UK



Key Issues

▪ BCGA represents medical gas and related medical 
equipment manufacturers

▪ Presented significant challenges for the industry, 
including:
− More oxygen cylinders into circulation

− Concerns around workforce illness

− Definition of a “critical business” and “key workers”

− Vehicle MOTs

− Medical certificates

− Social distancing at sites



BCGA Activity

 Published Coronavirus Briefing for members

 Contacted Westminster and Whitehall on various issues, such 
as having industry recognised as critical, workers as key

 Wrote letters to:

 Prime Minister Boris Johnson

 Cabinet Office Minister Michael Gove

 Secretary of State for Education Gavin Williamson MP

 Devolved National Assemblies

 Joined the Alliance of Chemical Associations (ACA), welcomed 
by Government



BCGA Activity

 Liaised with key industry 
groups 

 MHRA granted easement to 
convert industrial oxygen 
cylinders to go to medical 
oxygen duty

 One of the industries to 
receive letter from BEIS Sec 
of State Alok Sharma MP



BCGA Activity

▪ Selected to feed into Government social distancing 
in the workplace guidance

▪ Involved in discussions on workplace testing and 
vaccines

▪ Contacted by authorities in India, Pakistan and 
Columbia



Stakeholder Engagement



Key Publications



Key Publications



Summary

 Communication is key

 Always maintain best practice and safety

 Lots of other factors impacting industry 
during crisis- vehicles e.g. MOTs, worker 
illness, international travel



Thank you! Any Questions?

Ellen.Daniels@bcga.co.uk

https://www.bcga.co.uk/pages/index.cfm
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