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company and transformative impact on society.  As described in the book by Pap Ndiye, the company recognized the polymer’s 
potential very early.
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 Baltimore,  2007; pp. 90-105.    

Pages 5, 8: Synthesis of nylon from caprolactam by the German company I.G. Farben (the Nazi-era predecessor to BASF) provided 
an elegant route around the DuPont patents. Images of the original nylon patents are taken from the website  
www.freepatentsonline.com .
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Page 6: The backdrop in this page is based on an early-1970’s magazine ad by British Enkalon.  

Page 7: The “market pull” for caprolactam and nylon-6 in U.K. came from textile companies like Courtaulds eager to end the 
single-supplier situation with nylon-6,6.  This is described in the 1961 article in Chemical & Engineering News entitled, “Britain 
Swings to Nylon 6.”    

 Chem. Eng. News, June 19, 1961; p 35. 

Pages 7, 8, 13: The chemical market dynamics that drove development of the cyclohexane oxidation process (for production 
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advances in cyclohexane oxidation technology.  
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Page 21: The clipping pasted is from the Chemical & Engineering News article entitled, “Demand for caprolactam spurs 
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Pages 22-23, 29-31, 33-36: The sequence of events that preceded the reactor failure of March 27, 1974, are described in Ralph 
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Pages 26-28:  The music lyrics are from the songs, “Twist and Shout” (written by Phil Meldly and Bert Berns) and “While My Guitar 
Gently Weeps” (written by George Harrison).  

Page 38: The fact that the dogleg pipe was drawn on the shop floor (instead of as a formal engineering drawing submitted for 
review and approval, before issue for construction) has been brought up by Trevor Kretz to illustrate how poorly this process 
change was managed by Nypro.

Kletz, T.  What Went Wrong?: Case Histories of Process Plant Disasters and How They Could Have Been Prevented; Elsevier:  New 
York, 2009; pp 53-54.

Page 42: The dogleg pipe drawn here is based on the illustration of the same in the Court of Inquiry report. 

 The Flixborough disaster: Report of the Court of Inquiry;  Department of Employment.  Her Majesty’s Stationery Office:    
 London, 1975.

Page 44-48: The chronology of events immediately preceding the June 1 explosion are from the Court of Inquiry report (cited 
above).

Page 55: The collage of newspapers includes Scunthorpe Evening Telegraph, Briggs Star, and Hull Daily Mail.

Pages 56-59: The obituary of the workers killed during the blast was found on The Glebe Blog (http://jimzglebeblog.blogspot.com).  


