Educational Water Boxes and IChemE Water Special Interest Group
For many years the Water SIG has promoted the teaching of water-related science in primary schools
through the medium of the Water Box. This actually started off with the “Science Box”, as offered by
Northamptonshire County Council, which contained the equipment and instructions for a whole series of
scientific experiments geared towards helping children improve their understanding of science. When this
product ceased to be available, a search brought us to the Water Box, which is provided by Veolia Water.
As the name suggests, this is far more water-specific than its predecessor and is available in English and
French language versions.

Through a range of 15 interesting and fun experiments, schoolchildren typically in the age range of 7
to 14 years old ( KS2/3 in UK) discover all about water, its properties and its importance in the
environment to sustain life on our planet. Further details are shown below.
Since mid-2006 the WSIG has purchased over 40 Water Boxes, most of which have been donated to
schools throughout the UK, with a couple also being sent to Australia and South Africa. Each box
costs just under £200 and a significant proportion of group funds have been dedicated to this
valuable resource.
If you, as a Water SIG member, would like to nominate a school to receive a free Water Box, please
send your request to waterboxes@ichememember.org including the details listed below.
Alternatively, send a preliminary enquiry to the same address. All we ask in return for the gift of a
Water Box is a short article (after delivery of the box) about the school in question and their
beneficial use of the experiments, which we can then publish in our newsletter, Wet News.
We look forward to receiving your school nominations.
Jim Keary, Water SIG Water Box coordinator, September 2015

Key Information required with the application –





Requesting member’s name and IChemE membership number.
Name and full address of the recipient school.
Name, position, phone number and email address of the nominated school contact who is to
receive the box.
Confirmation of year/Key Stage group that will use the box.

Important notes –




Water Boxes are delivered directly to the nominated school. It is not our practice to deliver
them to WSIG members or to other individuals for their own use.
Water Boxes are given free of charge by the WSIG. We value feedback on their use,
suitability and possible improvement.
Water Boxes are offered subject to availability, as our budget is limited.

